n #/7Like us on
Facebook

Spark and Sputter

June - July, 2026

268 Nash Automobiles in Lake Michigan

STORY ON PAGE 3




2026

Officers and Board Members
President
Ron Herman (2025-2026)
Vice President

Steve Heinemann (2026-2027)

Secretary
Marcia Golla (2025-2026)
Treasurer
Lynn Wagner ( 2026-2027)
Board Members
Nic Gengler (2025-2026)
Linda Uebele (2026-2027)
Tom Garibaldi (2025-2026)
Dennis Wagner (2025-2026)
Ron Wichinski (2026-2027)

Newsletter Editor /
Board Member at Large
Bob Merner
Webpage Coordinator
Steve Heinemann
Facebook Coordinator
Sarah Ksicinski
Sunshine Committee
Judy Sodeman
Club Activity Committee
Dennis Wagner
Steve Heinemann

gt (07

ﬁrahirdv

D

AL

Marcia Golla wins
Spectators Choice
at Hartford Car Show
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“Sign Me Up”

At the January club meeting, It was suggested that we
tour the Frank Lloyd Wright’s commercial buildings at
S. C. Johnson in Racine.

Besides the SC Johnson Administration campus the
Johnson family also engaged Frank in designing their
home Wingspread also in the 30’s.

14 club members weathered the cool and windy
weather during the clubs May 1* tour. The 90-year-old
Administration and Manufacturing complex is in

outstanding state of upkeep. Shirley our tour guide
was very knowledgeable and enthusiastic.

Headquarters Comments

“Did not know what to expect of the Administration Building, and was | impressed”
“Hoped to see one of the many SC Johnson products being manufactured”
“Learned a lot about Frank Lloyd Wright’s. demeanor”

Wingspread Comments

Following lunch members headed out to Wingspread, the 1939 home of the 3,
generation Johnson family. Amanda our tour guide was equally knowledgeable and
enthusiastic.

“Up close feel for living experience in a Frank Lloyd Wright home”
“ Massive great room and fireplace”
“Now | want to go see Tailiesin in Spring Green, WI”

Every time we use; Raid, Pledge, Off, Ziplock, and Windex we will be
reminded of our experience at S C Johnson and Wingspread.

| do not feel | am alone when leaving both properties Impressed with
the five generations of Johnson’s family members commitment to the

well-being of their employees and community.

Bob Relley




Nash Automobiles
in Lake Michigan

hanks to Gordon Lightfoot, . |
when it comes to the leg- ‘
ends of the Great Lakes, d
the one shipwreck we know best is w’l‘“
The wreck of the Edmund Fitzger- JL
ald. But while the lake they call aanihin y” it
Gichigami, (Lake Superior), never L .
gives up her dead, neither does the SS Senator, loading coal

body of water the Ojibway call
Michigamme, (Lake Michigan). It
was 46 years before the winds of November came early, bringing doom to the Edmund Fitzgerald that a collision in
heavy fog sent the SS Senator to the icy depths. Her cargo of 268 Nash automobiles bound for Detroit, remains the
largest disaster of its type in the world, and they are all still down there.

Nash Motors was part of Wisconsin’s early automaking history. It was founded by Charles Nash, one of GM’s most suc-
cessful presidents, a man with a background that’s the quality of self-made man. Charles Nash was abandoned by his
parents at the age of six and sent into indentured servitude as a farmhand, he was later hired as an upholsterer at the
wagon and cart factory that would become the core of General Motors. Within six months, He was running the entire
factory.

As GM'’s fifth president, Nash took the company from the brink of financial collapse to doubling profits the next year.
Unfortunately, he got stuck in the middle of a power struggle with those with financial interests in GM and eventually
turned down a salary of S1M per year, vowing to never work for anybody again.

Meanwhile, Thomas B. Jeffery, the president of the Jeffery automobile company was aboard the RMS Lusitania off the
coast of Ireland when a submarine fired upon the ship and sank it, resulting in the staggering loss of over sixty percent
of passengers and crew. Charles T. Jeffery survived, and as he was not only the president of the company but also an
heir to the family business, he decided to sell the company and enjoy the rest of his life. Nash bought the company in
1916 and renamed it Nash Motors one year later.

By the end of the 1920s, Nash Motors was doing very well, its advertising slogan, “Give the customer more than he has
paid for,” embodying the brand’s popular, feature-filled offerings. Under Charles Nash’s stewardship Nash Motors grew
into the fourth-largest auto manufacturer in the U.S., behind Ford, Chrysler, and GM. It was said that a Nash car leaving
the production line was already sold. For the 1930 model year, an inline-eight engine had been introduced to better
keep up with the likes of Hudson and Buick. Meanwhile, the Nash Light Six offered a little higher build quality than you
might expect in a mid-priced car.

As with so many businesses situated around the Great Lakes, Nash took advantage of shipping as an effective means to
transport vehicles. In October 1929, 268 cars were lined up on the dock, then driven into the hold of SS Senator that
had newly been fitted with an elevator for automotive ferrying duties.



The SS Senator was a typical steel steamship of its era, constructed in 1896 and used to haul everything from coal to
corn. It also had the dubious distinction of being sunk previously, when another steamer ran into her on the St. Mary’s
River, in that case, the quick-thinking crew had just enough time to run the ship into shallow enough waters, so she
didn’t slip below the waves. Salvage crews were able to repair the damage and refloat the Senator.

The last weeks of October 1929 were particularly bad, you had the Black Thursday crash that started the Great Depres-
sion, and in terms of shipping on Lake Michigan, it was a complete disaster. On Tuesday, October 22nd, a train car ferry
sank, the entire crew was lost. One week later, another steamship went down, with eighteen crew members lost. Two
days later, on Halloween, the Senator headed out from Kenosha with its cargo of Nash automobiles

Conditions were foggy that night, but the Senator’s captain was in a hurry to stay on schedule. Despite the poor visibil-
ity, he ran the ship at full speed, sounding its foghorn at regular intervals. Meanwhile, the SS Marquette, a similarly
sized bulk carrier with 7000 tons of iron ore on board, was also out there in the dark, and running at full speed. News
reports of the era indicate that the ships were signaling to each other by their horns, but their crews couldn’t see each
other.

As the bow of the Marquette suddenly appeared out of the fog, Captain Kinch on the Senator spun the wheel to avoid a
collision. The Marquette hit the Senator slightly behind amidships, puncturing the side of the Senator. The cold October
waters of Lake Michigan swiftly rushed in.

This was not a slow sinking like the Titanic. It was violent and swift. From initial impact the Senator slipped below the
surface in just eight minutes. Some of the survivors only made it because they jumped aboard the Marquette as it
scraped past.

The Marquette did not stop to search for survivors. for this reason, its crew was roundly scorned when it made harbor.
Luckily, a passing tugboat heard the crash and arrived to rescue survivors from the freezing water. More than a third of
the Senator ‘s 28 crew members were lost.

Today the wreckage of the SS Senator sits in deep, cold, dark waters of Lake Michigan undiscovered until 2005. It would
take another eleven years before the wreck was properly explored, when cinematographer Evan Kovacs and archaeolo-
gist Tamara Thomsen sent a remotely operated submersible (ROV) down to the wreck. There, they saw the cars that
had once sat on deck scattered across the lakebed, but the ones in the hold still sat in neat and tidy rows. Some look so
good you felt as if you could just wipe off the dirt and drive away. Preserved by the cold, water, the metal of those
underwater Nash automobiles has not corroded away, although the leather and wood has rotted. If you could some-
how remove a Nash from the deep, it would not be out of the question to restore it.

SS Senator, prior to her sinking

Information for this
article taken from
Hagerty and
SS Senator websites




Waukesha Qld Can Club Meeling Highlights
April 13, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President, Ron Herman.

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Officers and Board Members were introduced

New member, Brian Novak was introduced

Presidents Report:

e Ron talked about the Wings and Wheels Show at the Waukesha County Airport. The show cars will be parking on
the tarmac and the spectators will be parking in the airport parking lot. The Commemorative Airforce Club is
looking at obtaining additional parking at the Sports Complex across Northview. The WOCC will be selling the food
and drinks and Roberts Meats will be doing the cooking. The WOCC will be handling the parking.

Vice Presidents Report:

e Hartford Auto Museum will be hosting an event on June 12 &13 starting at 9am. The museum will open at 10am.

e Hartland Memory Care will be hosting a Car Show on August 1. Lunch will be provided to those who show their car.

Secretary’s Report:

Marcia read the minutes from the March meeting, the report was accepted as presented.

Treasurer’s Report:

e Lynn gave a Treasurer’s report for the month of March. The report was accepted as presented.

Sunshine Committee
e hadnoreport.

New Business

e The Annual Club Member Appreciation Dinner will be this
Saturday, Cocktails at 5pm with Dinner at 6pm

Old Business

¢ None

Tech talk

¢ Nic Gengler is selling one of his Volvos, asking $4500.

Meeting Adjourned

BsM

AUTO SALES & PARTS, Inc.
W227 S2698 Racine Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186
(262) 542-2255 Phone (262) 542-0263 Fax
www.bandmauto.com

James Ogrezovich Ext. 2603 jim@bandmauto.com

Ext. 2602 jeff@bandmauto.com

Jeffrey Ogrezovich

ﬁ]ﬁEHS AUTD BODY L. L. B

SINCE 1975

ROGER SANKEY |
OWNER 3

WAUKESHAWI 53189
- 262-547-2001

roget@rogersauto]oody net
WwWw, rogersautobody net
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Waukesha Old Can Club Meeting Highlight

May 11, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President, Ron Herman.

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Officers and Board Members were introduced
New member, Dennis Olsen was introduced

Presidents Report:

e Ron said that the Club has an old sound system that is no longer needed. It will be given away unless someone is
interested. Talk to Nic for more details.

e The Wings and Wheels Show will be September 20. It will be a joint venture between WOCC and CAF. There will be
a $10 charge for participants, spectators are free. WOCC will bring the food tent and sell the food. Roberts Meats
will do the cooking. The show will be 9am to 4pm, with clean up afterwards. Music will be provided by the CAF.
There will be an appreciation dinner for the volunteers at a later date. Show volunteers will receive a free T-shirt.
When you sign up to volunteer include your shirt size so the correct size shirts can be ordered.

e The Board is discussing magnetic name tags for the members to wear when they are attending a car show. Also
magnetic car signs or traffic cones with the club logo.

Vice Presidents Report:

e The tour of the SC Johnson facility was very interesting. It was attended by 14 members.

e Steve will start looking for sponsors for the Spark and Sputter.

¢ We are always looking for Feature Cars for the newsletter

Secretary’s Report:

Marcia read the minutes from the April meeting, the report was accepted as presented.
Treasurer’s Report:

e Lynn gave a Treasurer’s report for the month of April, the report was accepted as presented.

Sunshine Committee

e Had no report.

Continued next page DAVE DIERMEIER

q‘,.uKEs/.,A, Manager
g o diermeier@bliffertlumber.com
¢ Office: (262) 542-6666
Mobile: (414) 349-5096
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Protection for the Unexpected™
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Call 262-548-8077 or Visit Couri.com




New Business

e The Annual Club Member Appreciation Dinner was very nice, 56 members attended.

e The club is looking for speakers.

e Ron Wichinski said that he will be attending a drag racing event in Joliet IL this
weekend.

e Linda Ubele talked about the car show at State Fair Park this weekend. She was
invited to display her car in the Bennett's Coachworks booth.

e The June meeting will be at Bubba's.

Old Business

o Jefferson Swap Meet had good weather for a change.

John Carini
Tech talk REALTOR®

Cell 262.200.1552
JC@HomeMattersRealty.com

¢ None.

Meeting Adjourned Home M atggfrsv

TOWING AND RECOVERY
WAUKESHA, Wi

W241 S3975 Rockwood Circle
Waukesha, WI 53189

24 Hour Service

"
J u n e M eetl n g Flatbed Service - Motorcycle Towing
1 Light and Medium Duty Towi
Rem I nder loc%l '&u:.‘ongel)ilsl:::ueu-');.o:: gll?ls
Winching Service - Jump Starts
(262)
542-TOWS
g8 6 9

See Steve Heineman

to receive a ticket
valued at $7.00
toward your food purchase

Come to Bubba’s
1276 W. Capitol Drive
Pewaukee




If you have an item to sell
advertise it in the

Spark and Sputter

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

DENNIS ANDERS
DIANE HUEBNER
DENNIS AND EILEEN OLSON

Heine;ann H(;I:IZS, Inc. g

20770 Coventry Drive

Brookfield, W1 53045 :
Steve Heinemann
262-408-0310 Realtor since 1988

heinemannhomes@yahoo.com

oo StateFarm

Maggie Bringa Ins Agcy Inc
Maggie Bringa, Agent

2315 Badger Dr, #A

Waukesha, WI53188

Bus: 262-547-6281
maggie.bringa.j48o@statefarm.com
www.maggiebringa.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

24 Hour Service Established 1877

DROEGKAMP

FURNACE CO.
dfcoe@attnet

Joe Landry

Vice President

262-691-2444 Cell 414-531-0536
520 Capitol Drive Pewaukee, Wisconsin 53072

305 E. Main St.

"~ Office: (262) 175, 0455
Waukesha, WI. 53186 &= Cell: (262) 352-1040




Sineelwong

Full Service Restoration

600 Hickory St. |

Pewaukee WI 53072
(262) 547-0052

Matt Backhaus

Owner

CLINTON KILPATRICK

Engine & Transmission Inc-
Est. 1988
PHONE: 262-549-1968

FAX: 262-549-5158
EMAIL: sales@kilpatrickengine.com
WEB: kilpatrickengine.com

CARPEF" CA@E

Joel B. Parson
Owner

Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning
Carpet and Upholstery Specialist
Residential/Commercial

(262) 524-1400

JIIcES
P RADIA TOR
AU TO REPAIR

HEATERS GAS TANKS

A/C

910 W. Sunset Dr.
Waukesha, WI 53189

Mike Craig
262-544-4948

Rick Weber

215 N. Harrison St.
North Prairie, WI 53153

262-844-8201
Fax: 262-392-2050
WeberAutoBody.Rick@gmail.com

AREVALO

DESIGN CONCRETE LLC

262-542-7908

Kory King

Schoenwalder

Quzzmi® PLUMBING, INC.
Service ® Repair ® Remodeling
Residential ® Commercial

1720 Dolphin Dr., Suite A www.schoenwalderplumbing.com
Waukesha, WI 53186 schoenwalder.kory@gmail.com
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TEAR OFFS - RUBEBER ROOFING * REPUIRS + SERVICE

Golden (Pro (Hoofing
Lupe Ovalle: 414-364-6796

FLAT ROOF
SPECIALIST!




1 RANDN'S IMPORTS
/ ; JAPANESE ALITO REPAIR
Jesln [ one
OWNER +LEAD
PHOTOGRAPHER
,.|||||LD..EF
ﬂ_ RANODNSIMPORTS.COM
(2Ga2) Sa9-2as66
et 428, istianny co Josh Gaylord 117 E Main St.
: ' Owner/Technician Waukesha, W1 53816
W Enterprises ... Police Supplies LUNCH friday .
A Division of Somar TEK, LLC 11:00-2:30 fishfry <),
W191 S7691 Racine Ave., Muskego, WI 53150 sl LN g 'ﬂ”a
« Firearms & Ammunition » Reloading Supplies AILY SPECIAL
» Gun Cleaning Supplies » Under Armour Boots
« Flashlights & Knives « Warning Lights & Sirens ar ve r q ac t u
« Leather & Nylon Gear » V. H. Blackinton Badges
Tim Koch Sr - Ph 262-679-1460 somarent.com WHERE PEOPLE MEET
Fax: 262-679-1975 e-mail somarent@yahoo.com e m
Serving Police, Fire, Sportsmen, Military & Industry Since 1953 J 262-965-2500
. 136 MAIN ST
Food & Sprlts Dick Thome owner DOUSMAN W1 53118

Waukesha, WI 53188

Bob Boehnen

BREAKFAST FROM SCRATCH DAILY Owner
ORIGINAL PANCAKE HOUSE (262 547-6788

16460 WEST BLUEMOUND ROAD BROOKFIELD 262-797-0800

Serving Monday -Friday: 7:00 am - 1:30 pm / Serving Saturday-Sunday: 7:00 am - 2:30 pm

Cﬁ loodeiond T,

262-547-1010 BOUCHER
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

152 Sunset Drive 20552026

Waukesha, WI 53189 T-SHIRT SPONSOR

(corner of Sunset Dr. & West Ave.)
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PO Box 645
Waukesha, WI 53187

https://foxwviewlanes.com/events/category/events/

Food and Drink
Specials

7 | Wednesday Car Show
4-9pm
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